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Auditor's report on the audit of the financial statement for the financial year 2019 

 

On January 20, 2020, the annual financial statements of the 2019 fiscal year, from January 1, 
2019 to December 31, 2019, as well as the underlying accounting documents and 
corresponding receipts (selectively), were audited by the elected auditors Silke Kippenberg 
and Stefan Rahner at the JGHV office in Triftstr. 22, 37327 Leinefelde - Worbis; Ms. Thomsen 
could not attend the appointment due to illness. The report on the financial year is in line 
with the account and accounting documents submitted by the Business Manager, Mr. J. 
Schafberg, for this period. The audit was carried out in accordance with § 16 of the 
applicable bylaws of the JGHV regarding a legally compliant, statutory and economic use of 
the funds and the factually and mathematically correct and complete booking of the 
individual business transactions. The account balances stated in the cash report for the cut-
off dates were checked based on the bank documents, and their correctness was 
determined. 
The Business Office was certified to have conducted bookkeeping that is clear and according 

to the bylaws and the current legal situation. The budget specifications approved by the 

Annual General Meeting on March 24, 2019 were fortunately exceeded by approx. € 20,900 

in revenue and were below budget in expenses by approx. € 60,600, so that the planned 

budget surplus increased from € 20,000 to a total of € 101,500. 

The fact that the planned costs are below budget is explained by the fact that not all projects 

initiated by the Executive Board have been moved forward so far that they have already had 

an impact on expenses to the extent planned in 2019. The personnel costs (approx. € 9,000), 

the update of the association chronicle (approx. € 20,000), the billing of planned committees 

and working groups (approx. € 5,000), the upgrading of the IT facilities and the website  

(approx. € 15,000) and costs for legal counsel were lower than feared (approx. € 4,000); the 

remaining deviations result from smaller shortfalls in the estimates made in the budget. 

In this respect, the annual financial statements convey a true and fair view of the financial 

situation of the JGHV; the fixed deposit account was closed on October 22, 2019 due to the 

expiration of the investment contract. The balance at the Volksbank - Mitte - Leinefelde is, 

however, only secured up to an amount of € 100,000 by the local deposit guarantee and is 

thus safely invested in accordance with the provisions of Section 19 of the bylaws. However, 

the additional amount of € 250,000, which increases briefly to over € 500,000 after receipt of 

the annual dues, is not secured and, contrary to the provisions of Section 19 of the bylaws, is 

not safely invested. We hereby expressly warn against the associated risk in the event of 

bankruptcy of the Volksbank. With regard to the investment of funds that are not used in 

ongoing business operations beyond the amount of the deposit protection at another bank 

in the sense of a complete deposit protection, the Business Manager should promptly submit 

a proposal to the Executive Board or undertake a reallocation of deposits in accordance with 

the bylaws. 

 



The following account titles / issues were subjected to a detailed examination: 

 

The proposed strengthening of the Business Office and Stammbuchamt were tackled in the 

persons of Ms. Ohse and Ms. Schwarzer; both women are in the initial training phase. 

 

The costs of the Stammbuchkommission have almost returned to the level of 2017, while the 

fines imposed have more than doubled to over € 3,500. The recommendations of the 

auditors in the past year have thus been successfully implemented. 

When asked, it was explained that the technology allowance for Executive Board members, 

as announced in the previous year, was adjusted to € 400 per person per year; this covers 

the expense for the personal procurement of IT - work equipment. The amount is confirmed 

as reasonable. 

 

The costs of IT maintenance and care by Schmidt were examined in detail; the hourly rates 

are very moderate; the effort is justified on every point. The background of the JGV cash in 

transit is explained. Since these funds are only managed, they have been kept as funds in 

transit in a separate account since 2016. There was no entry here in 2019, the costs for the 

fee for a conference room and the bank expenses incurred were booked. 

 

The income / expenditure account is traditionally carried out on a balancing basis. According 

to the Business Manager, this has been tolerated by the tax office so far. 

As in previous years, the costs for exhibitions and trade fairs are mainly divided between the 

trade fairs Dortmund, Hannover and the “Green Week” in Berlin; in 2019 they were € 19,800 

and were thus significantly below the budget of € 25,000; however, unforeseen expenditures 

in the PR work for a film “First Aid for Dogs” and presentation material at the exhibition 

booths totaling € 5,300. 

 

The expense reports incurred were checked; their total amount is quite reasonable; the per 

diem of € 65.00 was confirmed at the 2019 Annual General Meeting. According to the above 

figures, the account balance of the JGHV at the end of 2019 is approximately € 355,000 due 

to the surplus achieved of around € 101,500, which is still unobjectionable as a free or 

earmarked reserve of a non-profit association from a tax point of view with an annual 

expenditure of around € 350,000. 

 

On behalf of all member associations, the auditors thank Mr. Schafberg for the work he has 

done and propose his discharge for the 2019 financial year. 

 

Leinefelde – Worbis, January 20, 2020 

 

Silke Kippenberg                                     Stefan Rahner 


