
The Latest News from the JGHV Director of Testing! (August 2020) 
 
Dear friends of German hunting dog affairs. Let's hope that the fall tests of the JGHV 
and the German state hunting associations can be carried out properly. Sure, Corona 
is not history yet, but with a little luck and all the precautions that go with it, we should 
be able to conduct these crucial tests for hunting and breeding. I ask all of you to 
follow the valid Corona regulations/guidelines of the German federal states. On 
behalf of the entire JGHV, I would like to thank all those who are willing to train, 
handle or evaluate these dogs as Association Judges in these difficult times. 
 
The fall tests, and the HZP especially, as a natural ability test of the JGHV, now 
demands a high degree of expertise and responsibility from us as Association 
Judges. Only few dogs will have completed a VJP or a Corona – Tracking Test before 
the HZP date. We, the Association Judges, must now try to separate the chaff from 
the wheat with one test (HZP with or without track) per dog and identify our dogs for 
breeding. I wish you all the necessary knowledge, experience and a certain amount 
of tact and sensitivity in conducting the tests and judging the dogs. Most fall tests 
consist of so-called natural ability subjects and trained subjects. All subjects provide a 
statement on the future use of the hunting dog and provide the breed clubs with 
valuable information for breeding management. At this point I would like to focus on 
the trained subjects and on retrieving game. Again and again there are questions and 
also situations during the retrieve, which can make some decisions difficult when 
judging the retrieve in the field/forest or retrieving at the water. At this point, however, 
I do not want to go into the whole problem of drags and retrieves, but rather focus on 
the two problem cases of " game eaters” (Anschneider) and "game buriers" 
(Totengräber). Especially the evaluation of the game eater is a problem for some 
Association Judges, because the handler has come into possession of the game 
without influencing the dog in any way, but the game is in a condition that does not 
exactly correspond to the PO (Prüfungsordnung / Test Regulations) or ethical and 
sportsman-like hunting or to what we require of game for human consumption (in the 
case of edible game). 
 
The game eater (der Anschneider): 
It is actually what the name suggests. The dog has bitten into/bitten off a piece of the 
game meat. Pieces of game, game that the dog ate, are missing. It doesn't matter 
which pieces and how much of the game was eaten. The game is no longer 
unharmed and therefore not suitable for human consumption, but that is why we hunt 
or harvest the game. In many cases, our hunting dog makes sure that we come into 
possession of the shot game. We train the hunting dog for this purpose, test, and 
document this with test reports, which serve as proof of the dog’s fitness for hunting 
and breeding. Only the dog which is always able to cleanly retrieve any kind of game, 
without eating or burying it during the hunt, represents the proper hunting dog. Now 
when evaluating the game eater, it is important to make sure that the game used in 
the drags / free searches for feathered game and in the water work (gun stability / 
searches for lost game in water with dense cover) corresponds to the PO, i.e. the use 
of a freshly shot (or as fresh as possible) piece of game. In many cases, however, 
this is not the case and therefore game already frozen and then thawed is used, 
although this is of course possible. It is only important that all game used is in perfect 
condition, before it is used for the individual work. Each group of judges must ensure 
that all game used is in very good, undamaged condition, before it is used for the 
drag work/water work. Only then can it be clearly determined whether the game was 
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cut after the dog retrieved it or whether the dog cut the game visibly in front of the 
judges. Any kind of misconduct during the retrieval ( chomping, plucking, game eating 
etc.) must be documented when judging the retrieve. One more note: Especially 
during water work, if the duck thrown is lying in dense cover or other vegetation, or if 
the shot duck is forced into cover and is grabbed by the dog, it can happen that the 
duck will have small open spots due to the grabbing/ extracting (of teeth). However, if 
whole parts of the game (head, chest, legs, etc.) are missing, this must be clearly 
recorded as a game eater. 
 
The game burier (der Totengräber): 
 
Buried is when the facts are established and the dog has buried the game regardless 
of the type, i.e. has at least placed it in a dug out spot and begins to cover the game 
and close the dug out spot (depression). A dog can also only be considered a game 
burier if the burial of the game can be seen or proven. For example, if the dog has 
picked up the game during a drag in the forest (VGP/VPS), but arrives at the handler's 
location without the game, the dog cannot and must not be considered a game burier, 
if no proof can be provided. This also applies to water work, if the dog disappears with 
the duck in the cover and after a while returns to the handler without the duck. Any 
behavior of the dog when retrieving, if the dog with the game in its mouth simply 
scratches in the ground with its paw or scrapes leaves to the side in the forest, cannot 
be considered a game burier yet. Any behavior of the dog when retrieving, if it 
scratches with its paw, puts the game down, plays with the game, or shows similar 
misbehavior and the handler then intervenes, is influencing on misbehavior. Any 
correction, whistle, call, etc. at this "wrong" time will, according to the PO, mean that 
the dog has not brought the game on its own and must therefore be evaluated 
according to the PO. In the case of the HZP, this must be evaluated in such a way as 
to reduce the predicate. In the case of the VGP, handling in the case of misbehavior 
will result in the dog being removed from the test. However, from the point of view of 
the judges, it should be ensured that the dog's misbehavior during the test was not 
caused or triggered by external circumstances during the test. This could include: 
dubious game, cut open game, judges and spectators who do not maintain a minimum 
distance, other dogs in the vicinity of the working dog, etc. For this purpose, I have 
added the most important passages of the VZP/VGPO in § 8 Ordnungsvorschriften 
(Organizational Regulations). 
 

The organizing club together with the Test Director is fully responsible for the proper 
conduct of each test. 
 
Bitches in heat will only be admitted to the VJP/HZP/VGP/VPS with the express 
permission of the Test Director. Before the start of the test, handlers of bitches in 
heat must inform the Test Director and the judges of their group of their bitches in 
heat. 
 
Test Directors, judges and handlers must ensure that the work of other participating 
dogs is not affected by the presence of a bitch in heat. 
 
During the test, all drag game must be stored and transported in such a way that it 
cannot take on any strange odors. 
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All persons participating in the test must obey the orders of the Test Director, the 
judges, and the field marshals. They are not allowed to disturb the handlers and 
the dog at work and are not allowed to impede the judges in the proper testing of 
the dogs. 
 
Dogs not called to work must be kept on a leash. Whining or other noisy dogs must 
be kept out of earshot of the working dog. Handlers are responsible for ensuring 
that they are present with their dogs when called on to work. 
 
When the dog is working, spectators must stay far enough behind the handlers and 
the judges that the dog’s work is not disturbed. 

 

All this should be guaranteed, so that the entry "game eater", "game burier" is not made 
due to improper execution of the test. If a dog nevertheless cuts or buries, there are 
errors in the dog's character or there are training errors. In many cases it is the co-
operation or the relationship to the handler. 
 

Josef Westermann 
Director of Testing of the Jagdgebrauchshundverband e.V. (JGHV) 
 
 
 
(translation by Ken Bremer) 


