
The latest news from the Director of Testing... 
 
Dear friends of German hunting dogs.  
Our fall natural ability and utility tests of the JGHV have clearly shown that there are 
many shortcomings in the training of our hunting dogs, and that a large number of the 
dogs in our care have not always reached their goal. In most cases our dogs fail in 
the retrieving subjects, be it at the HZP/VGP/ VPS or the tests of our special breed 
clubs. So where is the problem? Is it due to a lack of consistent training? Trainers / 
dog handlers who think they can make do without a clean retrieve, according to the 
saying: “You give me the duck, and I give you your treat”. Or is it partly because of 
very high powered hunting dogs which are only bred for maximum performance, but 
which can only be handled by professionals? Or is it the dogs, which are bred in 
exactly the opposite direction, which lack any kind of passion for game and which are 
not even willing to retrieve a dead duck from the water. Or is it the dogs whose 
temperament has now reached a point where they can no longer be used for hunting 
because they are overly passionate for game? 
 
Dear friends of the German hunting dog scene, dear breeders, and stud dog owners 
and, above all, dear JGHV Association Judges. We must now read the signs and 
breed for the hunt. We must finally break away from the thought and the mantra: 
always better, more points, even more best dog awards (Suchensieger), and then 
report this in the media, as if your dog was the hero of the hunt, though you will never 
see the dog at a hunt. We, the JGHV Association Judges, can achieve this on the 
basis of our professional judgement: we just need to want to do it and, above all, we 
must be willing to act. We must judge correctly according to the PO (test regulations), 
but with a knowledge of hunting and based on hunting experience. We must judge 
everything we see correctly, even if it is painful sometimes. The most difficult thing is 
always the evaluation of the natural ability subjects, and I have noticed that there is 
huge uncertainty in the evaluation of all trained subjects (retrieving subjects). So, we 
are back to the well-known issue, that a lot of dogs fail in retrieving game and do not 
pass the test, whether at the HZP/VGP/VPS or other tests of the breed clubs.  
 
But if a dog does not pass e.g. a Verbandsgebrauchsprüfung (VGP) because it has 
"not sufficient" -0 points in the test subject "general behavior- obedience", this is 
extremely rare. And I would like to warmly thank the judges who also judge this 
subject correctly, take a clear line in this matter and, especially in this subject, adhere 
exactly to the PO and thereby express what we require from a VGP/VPS dog or from 
a hunting dog that has passed a utility test (i.e. state utility/Brauchbarkeitsprüfung). 
We train dogs for ethical and sportsmanlike hunting and test them in such a way that 
they can perform real utility dog work in practice with a passed VGP/VPS and with 
correct handling.   
 
To clarify the text of the VGP/VPS of § 38: 
 
§ 38 General Behavior - Obedience 
 

(1) To be evaluated in this subject are only all obedience-related behaviors of 
a dog which are not covered in other test subjects, i.e. especially the 
behavior of the non-working dog. 
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(2) The obedience of the individual dogs must be evaluated during the test in 

all subjects of the VGP, whereby the behavior of the dogs called up to 
work, as well as that of the non-working dogs, has to be assessed. 

 
(3) Obedience is also demonstrated by the fact that the dog willingly follows 

the order to be leashed when working in the forest, in the field or in the 
water, remains calm while other dogs are working, does not constantly pull 
on the leash, whine or yip, etc., and thus demonstrates that it does not 
disturb handlers and fellow hunters during the hunt. 

 
A dog with a passed VGP/VPS should also fully meet the purpose of the test, a 
performance test. Let us have a look at the most important passage of the text of the 
VGO/VPS:  
 
Purpose of the test, VGPO, page 7 
 
But let's take a look at how a test is conducted as well as how it’s assessed. The 
subjects are taken one by one, one dog at a time, all individually, as specified by the 
PO. The handlers get their dogs, the rest of the dogs wait in the car or far away from 
the action. The individual subjects are judged with the appropriate predicates / points, 
with individual notes written, such as: “If the dog would have concentrated somewhat 
more effectively, then the work would have been better”, “if the dog would have had a 
little more rest, then this work would have been better”, “if the handler would have 
handled the dog more consistently, then he would not have given away valuable 
points in the obedience subjects”, etc.  These remarks or other comments are always 
included in the evaluation of the individual subjects, but when at the end of the test 
the subject "General Behavior - Obedience" is also evaluated, everything is forgotten 
and the evaluation looks completely different from the previous observations made in 
the margins of the individual subjects or during the entire test. 
 
Let's just take the first part of the test subject "General Behavior" and take a closer 
look at the text of § 38, especially at point (3) ...behaves calmly while other dogs are 
working... does not constantly pull on the leash... does not whimper or yip... thus 
demonstrating that it does not disturb handlers and fellow hunters during the hunt.  
 
This is precisely the task of the Association Judge to recognize this, to judge it 
accordingly and then to act as Association Judges of a VGP always have done. This 
is certainly not pleasant, but what do we want with a dog that is led (by the handler) 
in the direction of the game drag and already gives Laut at the starting point. What do 
we want with a dog that runs barking (Laut) to the handler when it is put on the down 
stay? What do we want with a dog that almost drags the handler into the water during 
the test of gun stability and then swims in the direction of the dead duck with Laut? 
What do we want with a dog that constantly yelps in the car or that disturbs the test 
with its behavior? And so on...  Sure, this dog has passed many of the VGP subjects, 
but is it still a serviceable hunting dog (brauchbarer Jagdhund), does such a dog 
have to be tested and pass a VGP? Here it is the task of the judges to finish the 
“game” (Spiel) earlier, evaluate the behavior accordingly, and also document this 
under temperament (Wesen), because that is why we have this test subject, as well 
as the evaluation of temperament, which was adopted three years ago with the exact 
requirements / explanations of what we demand from a hunting dog.  
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Thanks to all those who act so firmly and with a high level of expertise underscore 
the proper significance to the hunting dog tradition. But, unfortunately, there are also 
some VR who are not aware of the significance of a VGP, and who according to the 
motto, “How can the dog still pass the test?”. 
 
Take an example of a VGP score sheet from 2020: 
 
Steadiness to wing feathered game - insufficient - 0 points 
Steadiness to furred game - not tested - dash 
Steadiness to shot - 2 points 
 
Here is the excerpt from the VGPO § 45 Steadiness to Shot 
 
(1) The evaluation of steadiness to shot is only possible in the case of flushed or 
fleeing game, which the dog has perceived with its eye and on which it has 
previously shown its obedience. 
                 
Question: In which subject was the dog OBEDIENT. My dear Association Judges, 
with such judgments we harm ourselves and the entire hunting dog community. 
 

 

Josef Westermann  
Director of Testing 
Jagdgebrauchshundeverbandes e.V. (JGHV) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(translation: Ken Bremer) 


