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Corona pandemic 
 
What is up with the spring tests? 
 
The Corona pandemic still has our country firmly in its grip and dictates our daily 
activities. We hunters are not immune to these constraints. An unimaginable federal 
patchwork (of regulations) is creating many questions and, not least, a lot of 
uncertainty. While in North Rhine-Westphalia, for example, group hunts were banned 
in winter; in Baden-Württemberg, against the backdrop of "maintaining public safety", 
the hunting of hoofed game continued - and this is just one example of many! 
The Jagdgebrauchshundverband, the hunters with dogs, are part of society. We are 
not a marginal group - we are " in the midst of it ". Based on last year's experiences, 
we are now planning our spring tests. They are indispensable for our breeding 
activities but would not be feasible in almost any (German) federal state at the present 
time. 
 
The Executive Board of the JGHV has instructed the Studbook Commission 
(Stammbuchkommission) to develop a concept for the upcoming tests in March and 
April. The basic tenor of the guidelines being developed is to reduce the risk of 
infection at our spring tests by organizing them in accordance with the situation. The 
organization of small tests (4 dog handlers, 3 Association Judges - one of them as 
Test Director, 1 Judge Apprentice, 1 Field Marshal (Revierführer) could be an 
approach towards a solution. 
 
Nobody really knows how the epidemic will develop in Germany and the world going 
into March/April. The Executive Board of the JGHV will do everything in consultation 
with its State Associations (JGHV-Landesverbände) in order to test our young hunting 
dogs this spring. Whether we will finally be able to do this or whether we will have to 
extend the emergency solutions from 2020, we cannot say today, but we must also 
think about this. 
 
As President of our Association, I appeal to your sense of personal responsibility and 
reason. Do not spend your time looking for regulatory loopholes but contribute to 
getting us through this difficult time as a community by acting in an exemplary and 
reasonable manner. Put self-interest aside and think of our common goal: to provide 
good dogs for hunting. I beg you! 
 
Stay negative – Think positive!  
Your 
 
Karl Walch, President of the Jagdgebrauchshundverbandes e.V. 

 


