
Latest news from Director of Testing 
 
Dear hunting dog enthusiasts, 
  
In our Regulations for Association Judging the following passage is written: "The 
value of the Association Tests stands and falls with the performance, the practical 
hunting experience, the professional know-how and the objectivity of the Association 
Judges.“ Actually, this sentence, and these requirements are sufficient to maintain 
the JGHV judging system, and to bring it to a demanding and high performance 
standard. Unfortunately, I have to be honest about it, the level of performance of 
many Association Judges does not exactly reflect (practical hunting experience, 
expert knowledge and objectivity) what we actually expect for the testing of our dogs. 
Of course, we need new blood, and on behalf of the entire JGHV, I would like to 
thank all of you who perform this office or who are just starting.  
 
This spring, many hunting dog handlers will again apply for this position, provided 
they have fulfilled the requirements / the rules for admission. First, they will attend a 
seminar for Apprentice Judges, then they will go through the qualifying tests to 
become a judge for their respective specialist group, they will attend judge training 
courses, etc. and then, if all requirements have been fulfilled, they will take the 
Certificate of Competence Test (Sachkundennachweis). With this, these ladies and 
gentlemen are then Association Judges in the German hunting dog system (JGHV). 
From this point on, these people may judge / evaluate our hunting dogs at the tests 
of the JGHV or their member clubs, decide about the future of the hunting dog, about 
the future use of the hunting dog and about their use as breeding dogs in the 
individual breed clubs. A single incorrect decision (positive or negative) can 
determine the future of the dog. My question: Is everyone aware of this, does 
everyone have the professional know-how, but most of all, does everyone have the 
practical hunting experience to judge other dogs. 
 
Without questioning anyone's competence, let's just look at the requirements for a 
Judge Apprentice with the goal of becoming an Association Judge. 
 
1. A member of the applying club for at least 3 years. 
2. In possession of a valid hunting license for at least 36 months. 
3. Has successfully handled at least one self-trained dog at a VJP (Derby), HZP 

(Solms), VGP or at the corresponding tests of the Special Breed Clubs. 
A subscriber to the Association's magazine "Der Jagdgebrauchshund". 
 At this point, I would only like to deal with point 3 of the requirements "Have trained 
and successfully handled at least one dog themselves".  
 
This passage is actually the decisive factor, whether all Judge Apprentices have 
really trained one dog themselves, or whether it was only possible with a lot of help 
and support from professionals / training courses. 
 
Examples from practice 
 
Here I would like to give only a few examples from practice. 
Preparation for the Verbandjugendprüfung (VJP) -- The dog does not point. Now it is 
the responsibility of the handler to recognize where the problem lies. How does the 
first-time handler with little knowledge and poor field conditions (hardly any small 



game in the area) manage this training step? Will the dog now be handled by a 
professional who prepares the dog properly, and the handler takes over the dog 
again about 1-2 weeks before the test, or will the dog be prepared under the strict 
guidance of a professional and then handled at the test by the owner. Then, on the 
JGHV Formblatt 1 (entry) the name of the handler appears in the field "Trainer".  
 
The next problems come with the retrieve. The usual swap, “You give me the 
dummy, or the game, and I’ll give you a treat” suddenly does not work anymore. Now 
the whole training (obedience / retrieve, etc.) must become a bit more rigorous to 
pass the test. As a result, the training in the retrieve is done by the professional, or 
under their strict supervision, because the handler cannot manage on their own. In 
the water work, gun stability must be practiced / tested. Although the handler has a 
hunting license, and his hunting successes can be seen everywhere in social media 
(WhatsApp/Facebook) to show what a great hunter he is, he is not able to throw a 
dead duck, handle the dog and shoot next to a dead duck. 
 
Without the help of a trainer/professional, practicing this, or actually doing it during 
the test, is unthinkable. To finish the work on the live duck by shooting it is also 
virtually impossible for many handlers, but also for many Association Judges, when 
they handle a dog themselves.  
Hunting with a shotgun is becoming exceedingly rare for many.  
The uncertainty of shooting a duck during the test, with one's own dog still swimming 
directly behind the duck, is unfortunately unimaginable for many handlers. 
During the training for the Association Utility Test (VGP) the problems continue.  
How do I lay a blood track, where do I get blood from, but I don't have a place to 
practice this? Who can get me a fox, who will help me with the retrieve of the fox, 
because here the dog is downright “on strike”? Where can I practice the field work for 
the VGP under the conditions of the VGPO. What are manners on game? How do I 
get absolute obedience with my dog, which until now has only been handled at driven 
and flushing hunts (Stöberjagd) and was allowed to / had to visibly chase every hare 
and deer? 
 
My dear handlers, all this is nothing new, every beginning is difficult, and not 
everyone is born to handle a hunting dog, but for this there are enough professionals 
/ experienced trainers who help in the training of these dogs. Almost all breed and 
test clubs offer handler courses for this purpose and support these young and yet 
very inexperienced dog handlers in every way. I do not want to list all the details of 
the training and support of the professionals here, but one thing is absolutely certain, 
without this help/support many dogs would not pass a test. The year 2020 has just 
shown this. Impacted by Corona, many training activities had to be carried out under 
difficult conditions or could not take place at all. The results of the fall tests show this 
clearly. In the end, however, most successfully handled their dog, albeit often on the 
second attempt.  
On all entries (Formblatt 1 of the JGHV) in the fields "Trainer and Handler" the same 
name is entered. Thus, the handler has successfully handled his first and only dog. 
Now nothing stands in the way of application for training as an Association Judge of 
the JGHV. All problems in the training, which would never have been solved 
successfully without a lot of support from the professional, are forgotten, put in the 
files. Also, the term "successfully handled" counts equally with the tests just passed 
by good luck, completely different from the original self-set goals. From now on the 
only goal that counts is to become an Association Judge of the JGHV and to judge 



other dogs with very little experience in handling hunting dogs and to decide on their 
future in hunting and breeding. My dear friends of the hunting dog. We in the JGHV 
need young Association Judges to continue the work over the next generation and I 
thank all those who follow this path on behalf of the JGHV, but I doubt that with the 
experience of having trained and handled a single dog, no matter how successfully, 
one is able to make a competent judgment about other dogs that one sees only for a 
very short period of time during the test. I take my hat off to all those who have the 
confidence to do this, but please think and act in a responsible manner with respect 
to hunting dog affairs and always with the question: Did I really train my first and only 
hunting dog myself? Then I wish you from the bottom of my heart, that you always 
have the necessary skills, hunting experience, and above all, great expertise in 
judging at the tests of the JGHV and the state utility tests of the federal states 
(Brauchbarkeitsprüfungen). 
 
I wish you / all of us a good, successful, and hopefully a normal testing year again in 
2021 without Corona. 
 
 
Josef Westermann 
Obmann fürs Prüfungswesen des Jagdgebrauchshundverbandes e.V. (JGHV) 
 
  
 
 
 
 
(translation: Ken Bremer) 
 
 
 
 


