
JGHV Landesverband North America Elects New Officers 

On January 23, 2021, the Chairmen of the 11 JGHV member clubs in North America 
established a JGHV Landesverband North America by electing a new Chairman and 
Vice Chairman. Michael Seckar, Chairman, VDD-GNA, will serve as Chairman, and 
Vanita Skinner, Chairman, CDKA, as Deputy Chairman, joining Ken Bremer, 
International Representative, KlM-GNA, as the German-speaking liaison. With the 
selection of this three-person committee, the North American clubs have created a 
central point of contact for the JGHV designed to facilitate communication between the 
German parent club with the testing and breed clubs in North America. 

As one of its first tasks, the committee will draft rules of procedure similar to those of the 
German Landesverbände but adapted to a different legal and cultural environment in 
the U.S.A. To improve communication with the American clubs, key articles from Der 
Jagdgebrauchshund, the JGHV-Homepage and other communiques from the JGHV 
Executive Board will be translated into English each month and distributed to all of the 
clubs who will be responsible for sharing this important information with Verbandsrichter 
and other club members. 

In North America, JGHV member clubs are faced with a number of challenges that can 
be better met by working together as a cohesive team with the JGHV and their breed 
clubs in Germany. Firstly, the competitive landscape for hunting dogs is diverse and 
highly contested, with a variety of clubs and organizations offering tests for the hunting 
dog community. In this environment, the JGHV Landesverband North America will seek 
to inform North American hunters about the high standards and compelling advantages 
of the German tradition in breeding, training, testing and hunting truly versatile dogs with 
robust health and a stable temperament.  

Furthermore, member clubs in the U.S.A. are challenged with training, testing and 
hunting in a large and diverse country, from Alaska in the far north with its majestic but 
harsh conditions, the vast expanses of the Great Plains in the center of the country and 
the warmer climates in the Southern part of the USA. Both handers and judges often 
travel long distances to participate in tests of the JGHV. To be successful, JGHV 
member clubs must work closely together to apply testing regulations and training 
methods to conditions that are often very different from those in Europe. 

Whether in Germany or the USA, we are first and foremost hunters with a dog, but on 
this point too, there are great differences between the hunting traditions and practice in 
Germany and the USA. In North America, hunting is focused on feathered game, 
whether pheasants and other field birds, grouse in the forest and mountainous areas, 
and duck hunting in the vast patchwork of lakes and waterways through much of North 
America. Hunting hoofed game is also popular. and now more and more states are 
allowing blood tracking to recover wounded game.  

All of the JGHV testing and breed clubs in North America are very proud of their close 
connection with the JGHV and their breed clubs in Germany, which have been breeding 
and testing the best hunting dogs in the world for over a century. We look forward to a 
continued harmonious and productive working relationship in the years ahead.  

Ken Bremer 
JGHV Landesverband Nordamerika 


