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News from the Director of Testing 

Dear friends of the German hunting dog movement. The year 2021 was or is still 

firmly in the grip of the Corona Pandemic. If someone had said in the spring of 2020, 

after the cancellation of the spring tests, that there was a danger that these valuable 

natural ability tests would not take place in 2021, no one would have believed it. 

However, all natural ability tests of the JGHV and its member clubs were held, and 

this was the ultimate goal. Of course, there was some apprehension after the 

constantly changing announcements / resolutions of policymakers, some of which 

lacked any clear guidelines and requirements for the entire population, and thus for 

all of us as hunters and dog handlers our own initiative and sense of responsibility 

was often required. The JGHV or those responsible in the Jagdkynologische 

Vereinigungen (JKV) took on this challenge and made it possible to carry out the 

natural ability tests, in particular the Verbandsjugendprüfung (VJP). Following the 

decision of the JGHV Executive Board, the approach was based on small tests. 

Thus, it was possible that each judging group/test group was held as an independent 

test and the requirements of the Corona measures could be met. This meant meeting 

in the field, judges' meeting before and after the test in the field, issuing of the test 

certificates in the field and then immediate conclusion of the test. 

A different test routine - but not bad! 

Many could not and did not want to believe that, as in the past, the joint coffee 

drinking, the joint breakfast, the joint judges meeting before the test would not take 

place and everything would begin with the small test group in the field, but - not bad. 

Early in the morning, when the game is still up and on the move, all participants of 

the test group meet in the field, quick completion of the required pre-test tasks 

(collection of the pedigrees, vaccination records, hunting licenses, chip control, 

judges' meeting, etc.) and then the immediate beginning of the test in the field. 

Precious time can be used, the first hare tracks, the first pointing is done quickly, 

without a lengthy search for game. What seemed almost impossible at first, turned 

out to be a new variation in the test routine. Many testing clubs, Association Judges 

but also dog handlers are enthusiastic about this way of conducting the test, but with 

one big request: the conclusion of the test must take place together again.  

Natural Ability Test - Verbandsjugendprüfung ( VJP)  

Are they still natural abilities? Or are we often presented with finished VGP dogs in 

the field and, on the other hand, dogs that can no longer be handled or controlled 

due to their very high passion, sometimes even excessive passion. Dogs that are no 

longer able to show their natural abilities at the sight of small game and become true 

disasters in the field. Dogs that have spent their early days on driven hunts and have 

never learned the use of their nose, the correct head position, turning into the wind or 

have never been prepared for the hunt / test in the field. Certainly, there is no across-

the-board answer to this. We see both. Dogs that are presented at the VJP with 

absolute perfection, without any faults. Dogs that go into the halt position at the sight 



2 
 

of a piece of game, then work hare tracks to the horizon and point like English 

Pointers and do not even try to pursue flushing feathered game. The evaluation of 

the natural abilities is difficult, and in many cases the test data does not give any 

information about the real natural abilities of a dog. For sure, in many cases these 

are highly passionate dogs, which can only be handled with absolute obedience 

when they are young, and which can only be made to point with great skill and know-

how. Even the call for GPS devices at the VJP is getting louder and louder and this 

often with the justification that you could eventually catch the dog at a specific 

location and pick it up. Is this the future? Are these still natural abilities? Are these to 

be our future breeding animals? Passionate, powerful but no longer controllable 

except by professionals. Natural abilities that can no longer be recognized due to 

training and technology or are handled in such a way that the actual natural abilities 

can no longer be judged.  

The hunt for points 

In the past, the dog with 70 points (all very-good 10 points) was named the 

Suchensieger (best dog), whereas today it may be the dog with 75 points or more. All 

11 or at least a 12, that is probably the least that a Suchensieger should 

demonstrate. 81 points, today that is the number that is aimed at (more is not 

possible), but we also have really disappointing test results. Dogs that lack any 

passion, any willingness to track, that need 25-30 training opportunities on the track 

to get a reasonably satisfactory result but are then used for breeding. Dogs that lack 

any natural ability to point, or due to lack of preparation in the field, the natural ability 

to point was never encouraged. We have results/ points from 81 down to 28 or 

withdrawn from the test -not testable. Those at the top are only handled by 

professionals, then the golden middle field follows. Dogs between 60 and 70 points 

that anyone can handle, but that unfortunately do not count any more in the current 

environment with the hunt for points. Dogs that because of their overpassion can 

hardly be handled or controlled and unfortunately end up in beginners’ hands. We 

have a 12 point system that gives us information about the breed, but it is only 

valuable if the natural abilities of the young dog are evaluated. The presentation of a 

young dog with the training level of a VGP dog, or on the other hand, dogs that have 

been shaped early by improper use in hunting and are no longer controllable, or dogs 

that have been trained by professionals in such a way that they are not allowed to 

show their true face, their true image, their true natural abilities. Surely there have 

always been different test results, but that the gap is so wide, it is very strange, firstly 

with the performance of our dogs, but also with the Association Judges. Tests with 3-

4 dogs, at which only the score "very good 11 points" or the score excellent 12 points 

are given, and on the other hand, tests with 10-12 dogs, at which not a single dog 

received the score 11 or 12 points. But why ? What are the factors ? Many 

unanswered questions, with which we all must occupy ourselves at some time and 

look for solutions. I do not want to create the 10 commandments of testing at this 

point, but to ask 10 questions that everyone should think about in order to determine 
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whether the dogs that everyone has handled or judged this year have been 

evaluated correctly.  

The questions about the why / wherefore? 

➢ Is it our handlers, who are sometimes absolutely overwhelmed with the task of 

handling these highly passionate dogs, or who are no longer willing to train / 

prepare the dog thoroughly? 

➢ or is it the very different field conditions, with in part bad conditions for 

preparing a dog, in which wild small game is missing? 

➢ or is it sometimes testing areas that are very well stocked with small game, 

which has made life difficult for many dogs on the day of the test? 

➢ or are they dogs that have been improperly trained by spending their early 

development only on driven hunts? 

➢ or are they dogs that have been deprived of the actual temperament / hunting 

desire and were handled at the VJP at the training level of a VGP dog. 

➢ or are it dogs, which are absolutely over-passionate, and which functioned 

only using technical means during the training up to and including the day of 

the test. 

➢ or is it our Association Judges who, due to lack of experience in small game 

hunting, are not able to recognize the natural abilities of a young dog and 

demand performances that correspond to the level of a VGP dog. 

➢ or are they Association Judges who would like to judge the natural ability tests 

of a pointing dog but have not handled a pointing dog themselves for 10-20 

years but have devoted themselves to their passion for flushing dogs.  

➢ or is it the Association Judges who think they are the heroes of the JGHV by 

awarding 11 and 12 points. 

My dear hunting dog friends. This list of questions about the why and wherefore we 

have such different test results could be continued much further. It is only important 

that our natural ability tests become meaningful again, and remain credible, because 

according to the current status of the available results, a breeding statement is 

difficult or almost impossible.  We certainly need high-performance dogs in the 

breeding of every breed, but with an inner calmness. Dogs that are between genius 

and madness are not breeding dogs. 

Handling and judging at natural ability tests is the most difficult task.     

On the one hand, there are the dogs with true natural abilities, but also handlers who 

were born to handle a dog, and then there are the Association Judges who are gifted 

by God, and already after a short time, recognize these natural abilities and judge 

them correctly. Natural ability means to be able to do something, to show something 

and this with the least effort in preparation (max. 3-4 hare tracks, pointing on 

feathered game after only a few opportunities and cooperation without much 

technical assistance). To have the talent as a handler, to be able to think quickly with 

the dog, to understand every situation in the field in a flash and to handle the dog 
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accordingly. On the other hand, to be the Association Judge with the talent to 

recognize and correctly judge the dog after very little work. To be the Association 

Judge who masters the test regulations, but who is equipped with the most important 

skill: The eye / the ability to recognize and judge the natural abilities of a young dog.  

The value / quality of a test result  

Only if all factors, the natural abilities of the dog, the talent of the handler to 

handle a dog, the talent of the Association Judges to judge and the conditions 

in the field, come together on the day of the test, only then will we get a meaningful 

test result for the breeding of our dogs. I wish you all excellent test results, which 

serve our breeding, but they must be credible and that is unfortunately no longer the 

case in many instances at the moment. 

Josef Westermann 

Director of Testing of the Jagdgebrauchshundverband e.V. (JGHV) 

 

 

 

(translation by Ken Bremer) 


