
Dear friends of the hunting dog, 

Becoming a judge is not difficult - being a judge, on the other hand, 

is very difficult!  

The first clause requires effort, passion, perseverance and an 

understanding of hunting and dogs in order to become an 

Association Judge in the hunting dog world. 

The second clause requires a lot of perseverance, a lot of passion, 

and a lot of hunting and dog sense, otherwise you will fail in the 

hunting dog world. 

In 2012, at the Annual General Meeting in Fulda, the JGHV decided that all Judge 

Apprentices of the Jagdgebrauchshundverband (JGHV) would have to pass a Certificate of 

Competence Test (SKN/Sachkundenachweis) after successfully completing their 

apprenticeships at the required tests. For this purpose, representatives of the JGHV and the 

Special Breed Clubs prepared an extensive questionnaire (approx. 2000 questions). The big 

fear was that the number of Judge Apprentices would decrease absolutely, but this was 

never the case. Thus, every year the SKN is held on the second weekend in March and 

September at 6-8 different locations in Germany. It is pleasing to note that to date all 

participants have passed the SKN with very good results. Thus, the JGHV is very well 

positioned in terms of the quantity of Association Judges. However, even a passed SKN 

does not mean that one is suddenly the perfect Association Judge of the JGHV. 

Nevertheless, on behalf of the JGHV, I would like to thank all those who take on this great 

task and are available to serve the hunting dog community. 

My dear friends of the hunting dog! When I wrote these lines, the fall 2021 testing season of 

the JGHV and the federal states was in full swing, but never before during my work in the 

Studbook Commission and as Director of Testing have I had so many inquiries about the 

testing process, evaluation and appeals/complaints as this fall. Letters of complaint, with a 

length of 12 pages about a single, allegedly wrongly judged piece of work. For the moment, I 

am at a loss for words and, above all, many Association Judges lack an understanding of 

hunting in the testing process. Many Association Judges are overwhelmed with the situations 

in the testing process. As soon as things don't go according to plan, as actually intended in 

the respective Test Regulations, they don't know what to do. Then a hunting-oriented way of 

thinking and acting is required. Therefore, again and again the question: Do all really handle 

a HUNTING DOG or is it only a HUNTING DOG by name, with which one participates gladly 

in HUNTING DOG TESTS and/or would like to judge there gladly? 

What does USEABLE HUNTING DOG / (JAGDGEBRAUCHSHUND) mean? It is a hunting 

dog that --with all its natural abilities, skills and with good training-- can be used at any time 

in hunting practice and fulfill its duties in the field. A USEABLE HUNTING DOG! - Will to 

track, sure on the track, prey drive, passion, Laut, temperament, sharpness on game and 

predators. Whoever does not maintain these basic requirements of a hunting dog, whoever 

does not require / implement this in hunting and whoever does not act and breed according 

to these principles in the breeding of hunting dogs, is not in the right place in the JGHV. Only 

those who follow these principles with their own dogs and live this as Association Judges are 



in a position to judge serviceable hunting dogs at tests on the basis of Test Regulations, in 

order to present the serviceable hunting dog of the future. 

Ladies and gentlemen, I don't want to criticize everything again, but we have to do better. We 

have achieved the goals of quantity, but quality is still far from being achieved. We must, 

even if it is painful, increase or improve the requirements/training of the speakers, the 

training of the Test Directors and Head Judges and all Judge Apprentices/Association 

Judges. Otherwise, our hunting dog system will lose its standing. The constant attacks on 

our hunting from the outside, on our hunting dog system and the associated and required 

protection of wildlife, will make life difficult for all hunters and hunting dog handlers. Only by 

highly professional and practical hunting knowledge in the hunt and in the testing system do 

we have a chance to maintain all of this. Even if today, there are some who think that the 

requirements in association judging - the requirements of the JGHV - are too high, I have to 

disagree. Surely, we do all this in addition to a family, a job and other obligations, but in order 

to maintain the quality of the entire hunting dog system we must act accordingly. 

The tasks of a hunting dog, whether in testing or actual hunting, require clear goals. The best 

natural abilities, passion, perseverance, constant willingness to fulfill the task in testing and 

through experience in hunting in a manner befitting the hunt - nothing else is required of an 

Association Judge. Only those who can relate to these goals/requirements and try to fulfill 

them are in the right place. Those who constantly search for errors in the hunting dog 

system, and for errors in the Test Regulations, and act accordingly, who constantly put their 

own interests above all else, therewith pursuing their own ideas about hunting and the 

hunting dog world, are not in the right place as Association Judges. Whoever hunts with dogs 

that do not meet the requirements of the HUNTING UTILITY DOG at all, be it in the 

phenotype of the recognized hunting dog breeds of the JGHV or the requirements of the 

tasks associated with hunting (passion, perseverance, Laut and sharpness on game), should 

go their own way, it is not ours. 

Nevertheless, I would like to thank all those who are willing to perform the job of an 

Association Judge and therewith support the hunting dog movement. Ladies and gentlemen, 

all those who follow this clear path of the JGHV are very welcome. We also welcome our 

new Association Judges, who have now passed their Certificate of Competence Test with 

flying colors. Continue your education, continue to handle hunting dogs at tests and above all 

hunt with your dog. Take on the responsibility as a young, new Association Judge, let 

yourself be taught by the old hands and don't play the Senior Judge at your first test, 

because you don't know how to do it yet. 

Thank you to all the examiners (Association Judges) who are willing to conduct the 

Certificate of Competence Test (SKN) every year and congratulations to our new Association 

Judges! 

Thank you - only together can we keep this ship on the right course. 

 

 

 

 



Certificate of Competence Test (SKN) September 2021 

The SKN was held at six different locations on 12.09.2021. 99 persons were entitled 

to participate, but unfortunately only 93 of them registered and showed up. All of 

them passed the extensive questionnaire with very good results. Nevertheless, we 

have to work on better hunting and practically oriented training. We should/must 

include a practical part in this test (e.g. taping a duck, pulling a drag, checking teeth, 

etc.). Ladies and Gentlemen, yes, therewith it becomes more difficult again, but the 

currently high error rate in the testing system must be reduced, otherwise we are 

vulnerable from all sides and people will question the quality of our Association 

Judges. This must not happen. A big thank you to all dog handlers, Test Directors 

and Association Judges who support the work of the JAGDGEBRAUCHSHUND. 


