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Questions are asked repeatedly about the creation and procedures governing Blood 

Tracking that I would like to answer. 

1. Special Blood-tracking Judge/ Sonderrichter Schweiß VGP/VPS 

VGPO/VPSO §10 Blood Tracking (1) Blood tracks must be laid by especially 

experienced judges – Special Blood-tracking Judges (Sonderrichter Schweiß). So now 

the repeated question: Does this have to be an Association Judge with the specialty 

group Sw? NO! The Special Blood-tracking Judge or the person responsible for the 

laying of the blood tracks, should/must be an experienced Association Judge and 

appear on the JGHV judges’ list under the specialty group Forest. They do not have to 

be a Sw-Association Judge. This judge is responsible for the correct laying of all of the 

blood tracks for the entire test, in so far as this is possible or for blood tracks of a single 

group. This person/Association Judge should therefore have lots of experience in the 

area of blood-tracking/recovery work and not just have handled one or two dogs 

successfully at a VGP/VPS. (§10 (2) g) 

This person can be active with a judging group as an Association Judge for a single 

group, but also as a Special Blood-tracking Judge for several groups. In the later case, 

the Special Blood-tracking Judge should be involved in the discussions about the blood-

tracking work, however, in this context they have only an advisory role. They do not 

award any scores! The final evaluation is done by the respective judging group. 

2. The blood used for the tracks 

 

VGPO/VSPO §10 (4) a) The blood used must be fresh. The blood or a mixture must the 

be same for all of the tracks at a VGP/VPS. In §4 Rights and Obligations of the 

Organizers (1) the organizing clubs …invitation in the JGHV magazine. In the invitation 

the manner of preparation of the blood tracks (type of blood and method of preparation) 

is to be given. Some of the test invitations refer to “game blood”. For this, more specific 

information should be given about the type of blood/game used in the tracks, i.e. 

Rotwild (red deer), Damwild (fallow deer), Rehwild (roe deer) or a mixture of these.  

Apart from this, no blood from wild boar should be used at present because of ASP 

(African Swine Flu).  

Likewise, in times of ASP no wild boar should be placed at the end of the blood track, 

nor should they be dragged through the woods from track to track. 

 

3. Substitute Track VGPO/VSPO 

VGPO/VSPO §10 (6) b) A substitute track must be prepared for each test. In this 

regard, the question is often asked – Why? – What could happen such that a track 

already laid could not be used? 



Let me mention just two examples. 

§10 (2) 

b) The tracks are to be laid in the forest or in dense brushland. It is permissible to start 

the track in an open field about 100 m from the forest edge. 

1. In one case, the beginning of the track was established and then the track was laid in 

the direction of the forest / in the forest. In the evening, the field was unfortunately 

mowed. The next morning came the surprise with questions like “Where is the start 

(Anschuss)? In which direction is the flight? In this case, the substitute track had to be 

worked. 

2. In the afternoon, the blood tracks are laid in a shared hunting area in which several 

tenant hunters are active. On the same evening, one of the hunters, who was not 

informed about the test in this area, shoots a roe deer. The next morning, the hunter 

conducts a search for the wounded game. Suddenly, the VGP handlers and hunter 

conducting the search are standing across from each other.  

What now? Is the test dog in a position to work its track? Should the search for the 

wounded game be interrupted or terminated? 

Answer: The actual test track cannot be worked and the substitute must be 

worked instead. 

4. Getting off the Track VGPO/VPSO 

VGPO/VPSO §10 (10) d) During the on-leash work…as restart – lowering the predicate 

– by the judges after straying far from the track (approximately 60 m). And now we have 

the often-repeated question: After straying from the track, do the Association Judges 

show the handler the track again? According to the VGPO/VSPO §10 (10) d) “As a 

restart which reduces the predicate” etc…after getting off the track/call-back, the 

Association Judges lead the team back to a point at which the handler last called blood, 

a wound bed or other significant points along the course of the blood track, which the 

handler could not find independently. This applies only to the VGPO/VPSO but not to 

the VSwPO/VFsPO, for which the following is written under §11 (8) “If a dog gets off the 

blood track…then the judges must inform the handler that they are off the track. In this 

case, the handler must search for the track themselves… 

5. Totverweisen (Dead Game Guiding) VGPO/VSPO §10 (14) a) The Dead Game 

Guide must show the handler through its behavior that it has found the game. Then 

the dog must lead its handler to the game. 

The question is often asked: For this, must the dog pick up a Bringsel or can it also 

show in another way that it has found the game? Yes, the dog can/may also guide 

(verweisen) in another way. See VGPO/VPSO §10 (14) b) There is free guiding, guiding 

with a Bringsel, guiding with the lead and also vocal guiding. Important is that the 



handler explains/describes exactly how the dog will guide. This applies to all variations 

of the guiding work.  

Furthermore, it must be ensured that the dog only picks up the Bringsel when it is at the 

game.  If the dog picks up the Bringsel beforehand, it cannot pass the test.  

VGPO/VPSO §10 (12) c The judges observing the dog at the game ... how the dog 

behaves at the game (how it barks, guides, or if it tries to eat the game, etc.). 
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