
News from the JGHV Director of Testing! 

Dear friends of the hunting dog. The natural ability tests, especially the Association 

Youth Tests, have been completed. Everybody talks about judging like hunting and 

the text "Purpose of the Breed Tests" reads: The purpose of the Breed Tests is to 

determine the natural abilities of the hunting dog with regard to its suitability and 

future use in versatile hunting and as a breeding dog. Thus, we as Association 

Judges have the task of identifying the hunting and breeding dogs of the future. But 

what do we expect from the hunting dog, especially in hunting small game, and what 

does the everyday life of a hunting dog look like in hunting small game? A greeting 

with a hunting horn, with all hunters and dogs gathered, then all together on the 

hunting wagon and off to the individual driven hunts. All dogs released, several shots, 

game is shot in sight of the dogs, individual dogs retrieve, and the rest of the dogs 

continue to work. In between a break, where all dogs are put down or leashed. 

Bottom line: We need dogs that stay calm and focused during the hunt, during the 

entire hunting day with several people/dogs or at the sight of game and when other 

dogs are working, that continue to hunt and do their job despite distractions from 

game and gunfire. If we compare this daily hunting routine with the execution of a 

test, then in many cases there is a big difference. 

When conducting the tests, we try everything possible to ensure that each dog can 

do its job without any distraction / interference from the outside. If this does not 

happen, protests, complaints or other statements are made in the social media. 

Based on several inquiries, I have looked into the various test regulations and the 

execution of tests within Germany and have also attended various tests. The Test 

Regulations of all JGHV member clubs differ greatly in content and execution. 

Example: Test Regulations Verein für Jagdteckel (VJT) The track Laut test on the 

hare track is conducted in the field using a kind of Bohemian style track/ Böhmische 

Streife (1). How are other tests conducted? Are the results comparable also when they 

are performed in absolutely different ways? We speak of uniform CE seminars to 

achieve uniform judging. But we do not speak about uniform execution of tests, which 

is also almost impossible. 

Question: How are things done at our tests, e.g. hare tracking or pointing? 

In some tests we search for hares using a Böhmische Streife. All dogs are leashed, 

all dogs see the hare pop up and flee, but only one is allowed to work, the other dogs 

are already excited and waiting for the hare. In other tests the game (hare) is sought 

with a thermal imaging camera, so that the dog can show its performance on the hare 

track afterwards, and others drive by car through the field and look for a visible hare. 

Of course, the search for hare or other game with a thermal imaging camera is gentle 

on the field and the game, but let's take a moment to think about it. We search for 

game for our hunting dog with the most modern technology!  We search for feathered 

game with the thermal imaging camera, lead the dog in the direction of the game like 
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a precision landing and award the predicate "excellent 12 points or very good 11 

points” for use of nose and pointing. What do we have a hunting dog for? There are 

other tests which are hardly feasible because of the lack of game, but nevertheless 

natural ability tests are carried out, despite the clear regulations of the hunting laws of 

the federal states. We then proudly present test results with maximum scores of 79 

points, this for several dogs with the lowest score 74 points, but a hunt for small 

game is not possible in the fall due to the limited game stock in the area. This 

difference in execution alone is sometimes very far removed from actual hunting. 

But this is only one side of the coin, the other side of the coin is the completely 

different execution of the tests, the demands on the dog associated with it, and the 

assessment of the work and the temperament that goes with it. One dog has to watch 

as the game runs / flushes in front of him, but he is not allowed to work, only 

sometime later in a completely different situation. Other dogs sit calmly, relaxed in 

the car and wait to be brought out to work, if it is then called upon to do so. Some 

work in fields with a lot of game, where it is hardly possible to work a hare track over 

a few hundred meters because 3-4 other hares pop up in between. In other parts of 

the country one is lucky to find one hare for each dog on the day of the test and in 

the case of feathered game one can hardly depend on sufficient natural game stocks 

or it is simply not possible to test the dogs under the prevailing conditions. In many 

parts of our country hunting small game is a foreign word, however, it is precisely at 

these tests where test results are achieved of which true hunters of small game can 

only dream. 

I do not want to further elaborate and comment on this now, because by doing so, 

the competence of the Judges would be questioned, but this does make me think. 

Especially with the tests in very game-rich fields, the execution / assessment of the 

individual test subjects is often not easy, especially if the dogs could not be trained 

appropriately beforehand. Many dogs are unable to cope with such a luxury and fail 

the whole test day. The dog that can work on feathered game just once the entire 

day must take advantage of this opportunity, but then he can only make one mistake 

on the day of the test. The others may take advantage of this first opportunity, but 

they must also manage the many other situations during the day, otherwise there will 

be negative consequences. All dogs, no matter at which test, have a test result in the 

individual subjects at the end of the day, but without any indication, how many hare 

tracks, how often on feathered game, how often they pointed and under which 

circumstances / field conditions the dogs were tested. Additional information (hare 

tracks, game birds, weather, etc.) is only mentioned in the JGHV Formblatt 2, but 

never appears again.  

Dear friends of the German hunting dog system. It will almost never be possible to 

conduct the tests evenly with so many dogs, so many Association Judges, with very 

different fields (field conditions/ game occurrence, etc.). But we have to conduct the 

tests in a manner that is similar to hunting. We are currently too far away from true 
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day-to-day hunting. If everything is not done exactly according to Test Regulations, 

the test result is questioned, and complaints are made. This starts with the test in the 

field and ends with the check of physical defects. Everything that does not fit exactly 

with the scheme of the dog or the dog handler on the day of the test is protested. 

There were too many people around the dog, there were other dogs close by, the 

hare tracks were worked too early in the morning, it was still too cold, it was too dry, 

the wind was too strong, there were too many hares, there were also deer, there 

were spectators, etc. How many excuses do we want to make because the dog did 

not cope with the test situation or showed weakness of temperament on the day of 

the test? 

Those who insist on judging like hunting, no matter from which perspective 

(Association Judge or handler), can only do so if they know and practice the daily 

routine of hunting, if they handle dogs and judge them in this way. Whoever judges at 

the natural ability tests of the JGHV or its Special Breed Clubs, where the natural 

abilities are tested on small game, should as a handler and especially as an 

Association Judge, know this daily hunting experience, live it themselves and always 

act in this way. Tests serve to distinguish dogs for hunting, which are able to cope 

with the hard everyday hunting life in every situation. Back to testing like we hunt, 

away from the unarmed hunting walks through the field where we pick off the cherries 

and award predicates / points based on a shotgun approach.  

The day of the test must become the day of the hunt:  Park cars, leash the dogs, 

shoulder the shotgun, take sufficient cartridges and so the hunting day begins. All 

situations are taken as the hunt demands of us. Sometimes a hare track, sometimes 

pointing, in between some shooting, then a break in which the inspection of the 

physical defects is carried out, the temperament, the inner calmness of the dog is 

judged, and so on. At some point the hunting day ends back at the car and the test 

results are announced. However, this is only feasible if all participants (Association 

Judge / Judge Apprentice / Emergency Judge and handler) are in possession of a 

valid hunting license and have the proper attitude towards hunting. Whoever is not 

prepared to do this, regardless of which side he is on (Association Judge or handler) 

should think seriously about what they are doing and perhaps decide early on to take 

a different path, before they damage both our hunting and the JGHV's testing 

activities. Also, our natural ability tests ( VJP/ Derby etc.) only serve the purposes of 

hunting and the breeding of hunting dogs and not to produce score sheets with 11 or 

12 points, publish them in the social media, and then celebrate themselves as heroes 

afterwards.  We need test data that makes clear statements on which every breed 

club can rely and build its breeding program. Let's preserve the organization of the 

hunting tests, let's not turn them into a sport and make it therewith clear that all this is 

done only in the interest of hunting. 

My personal advice for the evaluation or the message of a test scoresheet: We 

should think about an additional judge's report within the JGHV, as the Deutsch 
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Kurzhaar Verband (DK) does with the Kleemann- Zuchtausleseprüfung. It is certainly 

more work, but if it serves hunting and breeding - every effort is worthwhile.    

 
Josef Westermann, 
Obmann fürs Prüfungswesen des Jagdgebrauchshundverbandes e.V. (JGHV) 
 

(1) The Bohemian strip hunt is a special form of strip hunt, which is mainly used for 

hare. Here, the beaters and the hunters are moved forward on the sides, thus 

forming a "U". This is to prevent the game from breaking through the sides, while 

drivers and hunters search the field against the wind in a broad front. 

 

 

(Translation: Ken Bremer) 


