
E-Mail Nr. 1, September 29, 2022 

Hello Ken, 

I have sent you a email exchange (with VR in the USA). I already have the 2nd VGP 

score sheet this year, where dogs got only one point in the independent search without 

duck, but were still tested in the water work.  

The VGPO §8 Abs.7 prohibits this. A dog is to be disqualified from the VGP immediately 

if it does not meet a minimum requirement in a subject. The only exception would be to 

achieve a hunting proficiency qualification (note: via a “Brauchbarkeitsprüfung” of the 

German states), if the reason for failure was not one of those mentioned in §8 Abs.7b. 

Based on the first statement I received from 3 Judges about another dog and also the 

answer from …………., I am afraid that §8 Abs 7 is completely misinterpreted. We had 

a case like this in Germany last year where 1 point was awarded in the independent 

search without a duck and yet the dog continued to be tested and we imposed an 

additional training requirement on the Judges.  

Perhaps you can help to ensure the correct interpretation of the Test Regulations at 

Judges seminars etc. at the appropriate time. The fact that a dog is excluded from 

further testing if it receives a 1 also applies to all other subjects in which there are 

minimum conditions. For example, independent search (Stöbern) or dense cover search 

(Buschieren), general obedience or behavior on the driven hunt (Verhalten auf dem 

Stand)...just to name a few.                                                                                                                                                                

The water work is especially sensitive in Germany, because it is tested on live game 

and a dog that does not meet the requirements is not allowed to be given a duck. 

Best regards,  

Peggy 

 

E-Mail Nr. 2, October 10, 2022 

Hello Ken, 

As you correctly say, there are not only minimum scores for the subject groups forest 

work, water work, field work and obedience, but also minimum requirements for 

individual subjects. Any dog that does not meet the minimum requirement for a subject 

fails the VGP and may not be tested further. The apprentice has to describe the dog in 

their report, but the dog only counts for the apprenticeship if the dog has failed the last 

subject and all other subjects are described without any gaps.  

In Germany this often leads to the fact that some apprentices will have to participate in 

more than 2 VGPs in order to get to their 6 dogs to be reported on. But that is then just 

good luck or bad luck. However, the apprentice must always describe all the dogs in 



their group, regardless of whether they pass or fail. This is important so that they can be 

correctly evaluated by The Senior Judge. 

In the subjects steady to wing on feathered game, several situations during the test can 

be included. It may well be that the dog approaches the game unfavorably on the 1st 

contact and perhaps chases after it, but the next time it shows obedience and can be 

stopped with a whistle or command. In this way, a dog may not get a “very good” but 

only a “sufficient”.  

Pointing and behavior on game must be shown by the dog during the whole VGP and 

not just on a single occasion. Pointing and behavior on game with steadiness to shot 

can occur not only in the field but also during the dense cover search (Buschieren). That 

is why it is a matter of the judges' experience to decide whether the dog should be given 

another opportunity after one failure.  

In the other subjects like independent search (Stöbern), dense cover search 

(Buschieren), drag work or heeling on leash this is of course not possible. These 

subjects are tested only 1x. Just like independent search without duck in cover. If the 

predicate achieved in this subject is poor or insufficient, the test is over. A dog can only 

fail the subjects down stay (Ablegen) and heeling off leash (Leinenführigkeit) as well as 

one of the two Fox subjects and still continue the VGP, because these two subjects 

have no minimum requirements, unless the dog buries or eats game, then the test is 

already over even with one Fox subject. 

I hope I have expressed myself understandably. If you have further questions, just write 

me. 

Best regards,  

Peggy 

 


