
Latest news from the JGHV Director of Testing 

The evaluation of the natural ability subjects and temperament is the most difficult task 

for an Association Judge. This requires expertise, experience, and the right eye. An 

Association Judge should/must have the gift and expertise to observe and judge the 

dog and its behavior correctly in every test situation. 

But first let's take a look at the assessment of temperament during the test (Appendix to 

the VZPO/VGPO/VPSO) and the exact definition: 

• The temperament and behavior of the dogs must be observed as 

comprehensively as possible throughout the test, recorded, and noted on 

the scoresheet. This includes checking the chip/tattoo number as well as 

checking physical defects (teeth, eyes, testicles, and other serious physical 

defects) and during the entire course of the test. 

Here we should ask ourselves the following question. How often do we see the dog 

during the entire course of the test? Only when he is working or in other situations or 

does the dog spend the rest of the test in the car? Is there enough time to assess it? Is 

the true temperament possibly covered up by its passion while working in the forest/field 

or water? 

• All forms of fear, frightfulness or aggression towards people and dogs, as 

well as nervousness or over-passion, but also apathy should be noted. In 

return, all positive behavioral findings such as calmness, balance, self-

confidence, and social compatibility should also be recorded. Dogs that 

cannot be tested for physical defects due to fearfulness, aggressiveness, 

etc., as well as hand-shy and game-shy dogs cannot pass the test. 

Here, too, first of all the question should always be in the foreground. Why does the dog 

show such behavior? Is it due to the situation? Is it our behavior as humans towards the 

dog? Short example: Checking physical faults. A Judge checks the dog's teeth and has 

a cigarette in his hand. This is incomprehensible and should never happen. We should, 

no we must, make sure that the dog's behavior is not adversely affected throughout the 

test. But let's take a closer look at all the definitions of character assessment. I don't 

want to add any more text to the definitions that were adopted at the 2017 Annual 

Meeting, I just want to emphasize a few points a little more clearly. It is important that 

we don't just talk about it, but that we take the time at the tests and act accordingly. 

I would now like to deal only with the area of temperament and self-confidence and 

therewith only the sub-point of confidence. 

Temperament 

a) impassive/phlegmatic 



"Hunting dogs are described as apathetic/phlegmatic if they are not excited by 

the sight or scent of game and thus lack any recognizable passion." 

I believe there is no need to add anything here, as this only applies to very few. 

b) Calm/even-tempered  

"Calm/even-tempered dogs follow their environment with interest but are always 

controlled and concentrated and free from any hectic activity. The sight and/or 

scent of game causes them to become excited. Leashed or not called, they 

always remain calm without the handler's intervention and do not whine or howl." 

This is exactly the dog we need. The dog should/must show the requirements listed in 

the text during the entire test. This begins with the initial welcome and ends with the 

announcement of the test results. Particular attention must be paid to the dog's 

behavior, without the handler constantly reminding him to be calm or forcing the dog to 

be calm by skillfully handling him. Dogs that are genetically calm and even-tempered do 

not need constant intervention from the handler, but simply behave calmly on their own. 

We just have to observe it and have the gift of seeing and recognizing it. 

A calm dog has a calm, relaxed look. The calmness can be seen - the Association 

Judge must see and recognize it. 

c)  Lively/spirited  

“Hunting dogs are described as lively/spirited if they always follow what is 

happening around them with physical and mental alertness. Even during breaks 

or when not working, they are tense and want to keep moving. The sight and/or 

scent of game causes them to become very excited. If leashed or not working, 

they remain calm under verbal or brief tactile intervention by the handler and do 

not whine or howl." 

The statement lively/spirited applies to most dogs. The problem is that many 

Association Judges believe that something negative should be entered here. 

It describes a behavioral state of the dog during the test. The dogs are excited at the 

slightest environmental incident and need brief intervention by the handler to calm down 

again. So once again: it is nothing negative and does not eliminate anyone from the test 

or breeding. However, it is a very important and significant entry for breeding 

management. 

d)  Restless/nervous/over-passionate 

“Dogs are described as restless/nervous/over-passionate if even the slightest 

environmental stimuli produce a high state of state of excitement. Restlessness 

and nervousness can be expressed by panting, salivating, whining, and giving 

Laut, among other things. The dogs often appear unfocused and physically tense 

at all times. Even during work breaks or when not called, they are agitated and 



do not calm down. The sight and/or scent of game, sometimes even the sight of 

other working dogs, causes them to become very agitated. Leashed or not 

called, they do not remain calm despite verbal or brief tactile intervention by the 

handler, but whine and howl continuously or repeatedly." 

These are the dogs that we do not need for hunting or that are actually unsuitable for 

hunting. Just by reading the text, the definition, it becomes clear that this dog cannot 

work/hunt in a concentrated manner due to its behavior. A test day or a hunting day can 

be long and involve a lot of work, but this also includes breaks. The dog must use these 

breaks to rest. If he cannot do this because he lacks inner calm, the test and hunting 

day becomes stressful for the dog. Stress means unfocused work as a result. 

A brief note on test procedures:  Why are most dogs kept in the car during the break. 

Sure, the dog can recover there, unwind, and be fit again for the next subjects, but to 

determine the dogs' temperament, we should simply put them down together and 

observe them during the breaks or when the test results are announced. In order to 

make a reliable judgment, we need to see the dog in many phases of the test and then 

judge them correctly. However, this assessment also includes explaining and justifying 

the behavior and the assessment to the handler. Only when we justify this 

assessment in the same way as any other predicate/points, then the assessment 

of temperament is not just theory but practice. 

Self-confidence 

e) Self-confident 

"Hunting dogs are described as self-confident if they master all test situations fearlessly, 

independently and self-confidently." 

Here simply once again the note. "In all test situations". This means that if the dog is 

marked as slightly/strongly gun sensitive etc., it cannot be marked as "confident" at the 

same time, even if the dog has not shown any negative behavior in all other phases of 

the test day, the test of gun stability in the field or at the water is part of the entire test 

day. 

With this, I would like to conclude the topic of temperament from my side, but I am a 

little disappointed that so few people are taking part in the discussion. 

We all want the same thing. - We are all in the same boat and only if we work together 

to find solutions will we come closer to the goal of "a hunting dog with strong 

character".  

 

Josef Westermann, 

Director of Testing in the Jagdgebrauchshundverband e.V. (JGHV) 


